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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    
January 16, 2002                       
       
2002 ANNAPOLIS SAFETY-AT-SEA SEMINAR WILL FOCUS ON BERMUDA 
 
 ANNAPOLIS, MD. — On Saturday, April 6 and Sunday, April 7, 2002 the Marine Trades Association of 
Maryland and the United States Naval Academy Sailing Squadron with support from PassageMaker magazine will 
proudly present the 24th annual Annapolis Safety-at-Sea Seminar. Sponsored by ACR Electronics, Cruising World 
magazine, West Marine Products and US SAILING, this two-day event will take place in Alumni Hall at the U. S. 
Naval Academy. 

The Safety-at-Sea seminar will be divided into two days of instruction. Day I will include specialized seminars 
and discussions as well as the exciting live U. S. Coast Guard on-the-water helicopter rescue, life raft and signal flare 
demonstrations. A reception with the presenters will follow the day’s program. Day II features three lectures and four 
round table discussion groups with panels made up from the seminar speakers. 

This year’s seminar will be multifaceted with a focus on the challenges of the Bermuda Race. With a panel of 
experts including; Eric Crawford overall winner of the 2000 Bermuda race, Tad DuPont a skipper on many Bermuda 
races & Jim Tompson a Bermuda skipper with lessons learned from the wreck of his Swan 46. Also on the panel, Butch 
Ulmer a watch captain on many Bermuda races will share decades of ocean racing experience and map out a game plan 
for those planning a passage to Bermuda.  

Along with the Bermuda Race focus there will be panel discussions for Cruising Sailors as well as Trawler 
captains on the specific safety concerns specific to those types of boats. Cruising Sail maker Carol Hasse will provide a 
close look at the similarities and differences between coastal cruising and ocean passage-making, highlighting what it 
takes to make safe shorthanded passages. Dr. Dan Carlin will return with his informative view on medicine at sea. 
Sailing Security will be the focus of a retired Navy Seal. There will also be a weather presentation from NOAA 
meteorologist Joe Sienkiewicz. 
 Sunday features a round table dialog with Bermuda race experts as well as a look at the design and structural 
differences between offshore racers and cruisers. The afternoon’s small group sessions will give participants a chance 
to get specific answers to their questions and share ideas with others.  

Chuck Hawley and Ralph Naranjo will moderate this year’s seminar. Chuck is Vice President of Technical 
Information at West Marine Products where he has worked for 19 years. Chuck has been a speaker at the Annapolis 
Safety at Sea seminar in years past and was most recently moderator in 2001. Chuck has sailed more than 30,000 miles, 
7,000 of those miles have been single-handed. He has completed five Transpac races.  

Sharing the moderating responsibilities is Ralph Naranjo, technical editor of “Cruising World” magazine, 
Vanderstar Chair at the U. S. Naval Academy and chairman of US SAILING’s Safety at Sea Committee. Ralph, who 
last moderated in 2001, will focus on getting your boat ready to go offshore. The Co-moderators will share new ideas 
about gearing up to go to sea, as well as focus on traditional seamanship that has stood the test of time. 

Tickets are available at $65 for DAY 1, which includes an evening reception with the speakers and $50 for 
DAY 2 or $100 for the two day session. Coffee and a box lunch will be provided each day as part of the ticket price. 
Seating for this popular event is limited, therefore, early registration is strongly advised. Ticket and event information 
may be obtained through the Marine Trades Association of Maryland P.O. Box 3148, Annapolis MD 21403 or by 
telephone at 301-261-1021. 
  Endorsed by the U. S. Coast Guard and originally designed for Academy Midshipmen, the popular Safety-at-
Sea Program has been credited with saving countless lives. Its life saving know-how is useful not only for those who 
have never ventured offshore, but for those who make offshore passages regularly. The national Safety-at-Sea 
programs have become required attendance for those planning to participate in the Annapolis to Bermuda race, the 
Newport to Bermuda race; and the Marion to Bermuda races as well. Whether racing or cruising, power or sail the 
Safety-at-Sea program heightens the importance of safety training for everyone on the water.   
 
CONTACT:  Marine Trades Association of Maryland 

Phone: 301-261-1021 Fax: 410-626-1940 


